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ated on Borkumriff IV, is the pilothouse, of regular form and positioned aft of the
wheelhouse. It includes a chart table area with complete, modern instrumentation
for control of all the on-board systems, including navigation apparatus of course.
Forward of the wheelhouse, which is strictly in wood and positioned in such a way
as to allow total checking of the sail plan, the cockpit has two large sofas and two
tables. A small stairway leads from here to the main saloon with sofas, a large table
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Roya Huisman Meteor



TECH N l CAL DATA •—
LOA: 51.59 m - Length
on waterline: 35.81 m -
Beam: 9.24 m - Draught:
4.45 m - Displacement:
298,3OO,OOO kg - Huil
speed: 14.6 knots -
Total sail area: 1,142
sq.m - Classification:
Lloyd's Rules for Special
Service Craft (SSC),
Croce di Malta 1OOA1,
SSC, Yacht, Mono, G6
- Construction material:
Alustar Temper H321 -
Main engine: lx8O5 HP
MTU 12V2000 M6O -
Fuel tanks: 22,31 l litres -
Water tanks: 9,725 litres
- Software systems: RH S
Alarm and Monitoring
System (A&M), RHS
Yacht Administration
System (YAS) on
Windows platform.

and a really captivating view of the sea. The main deck also houses two big RIB ten-
ders, stowed slightly forward of the mainmast area with two davits each for launch
and recovery. On the lower deck the amidships
area is set aside for owner and guests while the
aftermost area and the whole of the forward
section is for the crew. The owner's full-beam
suite has a doublé bed, sofa, office corner,
dressing table and a large bathroom with tub.
Forward of the owner's suite the saloon has
a large C-shaped sofa on the port side, with
central table and another sofa for mealtimes,
and a relaxation area on the starboard side with
sofas, armchairs, coffee tables and multimedia
systems. There are another two guest cabins
with twin beds forward of the saloon, each
with private bathroom. The crew's quarters
forward sleep eight (with accommodation for
another two persons aft) and include a mess
and a spacious galley, all furnished in the same
style found throughout the yacht. Some people
have erroneously defined Meteor as "the twin
of Borkumriff IV". In fact they have the same
profile; the rake, sheer and superstructure are
the same, but l O,OOO kilos less, plus more sail
aloft and latest generation automated sail han-
dling systems are certainly noteworthy differ-
ences, especially where a fine initial design is
involved. For further information contact Royal
Huisman: Flevoweg l; 8325 PA Vollenhove,
Holland; tel. +31 527 2431 31; fax+31 527
2438OO; e-mail yachts@royalhuisman.com;
website www.royalhuisman.com.
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BORKUMRIFF
VS METEOR

Two Royal Huismans clash

Text and photos by Angelo Colombo

On occasion of the Superyacht Cup in Palma de Mallorca,
which was briefly recounted on previous pages, Royal Huis-
man Shipyards and the owners of the two rather incorrectly
described sister ships by some, Borkumriff IV and Meteor, en-
gaged in a direct duel
Meteor is one of the Dutch Yard's latest creations to be
launched last spring, it was ordered by an owner who feil
under Borkumriff IV's spell every time hè saw her We can ap-
preciate the reasons which brought about such sentiment and
also those that pushed the yard to acquiesce The engineers
who worked on improving the first to benefit the second, were
delighted to talk us through the results obtamed and we are
equally pleased to share them with our readers Though aes-
thetically very similar except for a white huil for Borkumriff
IV against Meteor's blue huil, they also differ, intenors apart,
over some shrewd changes which have knocked ten Tons off
the newer boat and also gave it 2OO sqm worth of extra sail
area Such results were made possible by fitting a Rondal car-
bon mast and rigging which saved 2 5 Tons over conventional
steel Since there were no limits to overall length as were m-
stead laid down by Borkumnff's owners, the Yard was able to
fit a longer bowsprit (T 5m) thus considerably favouring total
sail area Another saving of 75 Tons was given by the lesser
space occupied by the new mast in the keel housmg leav-
mg stability and self nghting factors importantly unchanged In
order to better measure the differmg performances, the yard
and the owners decided to stage the showdown we're talkmg
about In light winds, Meteor reaps the benefits of a lighter
weight and greater sail area provmg faster up to the maximum
speed attamable which is of course identical for both boats
There are other differences between the two yachts and we'll
be discussmg these in the article dedicated to Meteor, the
points in common however, lie in the huil, m the classic Imes,
and bemg built at Royal Huisman, with all that this is bound to
imply in terms of quahty and technical know how So, some
may ask, did Meteor win"? Yes, is the quick answer, she was
quicker to get up to speed which we expected, more inclined
to maintam it in light conditions and this was also no surprise,
but if we take into account the fact that without Borkumriff
IV, Meteor would never have existed, their modest speed dif-
ferences very mucH play second fiddle The true "winners"
are the respective owners, the former to have commissioned
the first and the latter to have captured the essentials of the
origmal design turning it to his advantage The Yard of course
also come out trumps as they were able to produce some-
thing even more technically advanced starting from what was
largely acclaimed as the perfect blend between classic and
modern For those of us who were fortunate enough to wit-
ness the challenge from on board Meteor, there remains only
to imagine that in the future, there could be a threesome to
be disputed, why not7
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