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PURPOSE, LUXURY AND STYLE: ROYAL HUISMAN UNVEILS 

THE WORLD’S LARGEST TRUE SPORTFISH YACHT 
 

Vripack Yacht Design and Royal Huisman are delighted to unveil the overall looks of 

the magnificent new Project 406 for the first time since contracts were signed at the 

end of last year. At 52m / 171ft this ground-breaking creation will be, by some 

distance, the largest, most luxurious and individual true sportfish yacht in the world. 

 

Vripack Yacht Design is responsible for the exterior and interior design and naval architecture of 

this highly prestigious project, in close collaboration with Royal Huisman – considered to be the 

only shipyard capable of the engineering and production of this unique superyacht. The project is 

managed by Aqua Marine representing the Owner’s team, working closely with Bush & Noble and 

Hampshire Marine as technical managers in a close collaboration to deliver an exceptional project.  



WWW.ROYALHUISMAN.COM  
 

Page 2 of 11 

 

 
 

 PRESS RELEASE  

 
Royal Huisman Marketing & Communications  | Jurjen van ’t Verlaat  |  Flevoweg 1, PO Box 23, 8325 ZG Vollenhove, Holland  | T: +31 527 243131  |  jurjen@royalhuisman.com hjgjhgjhg 

 

 

 

The yacht’s purposeful lines sweep dramatically aft from her distinctive long and sleek bow, 

through six towering decks to the stylish downward arc of her stern profile. Here is a unique vessel 

that effortlessly blends the ultimate sports fishing experience with genuine superyacht scale, 

comfort and refinement. Where else in superyachting might you find a sky lounge that offers the 

extraordinary “theatre” of spectacular fish catches by day and the relaxed ambience and stunning 

outlook of a boutique hotel penthouse by night? 

 

Designed for an experienced owner who is passionate about fishing, Project 406 will be 

immaculately and extensively fitted out - both for high end sportfishing and for luxurious living. Her 

Alustar® aluminium hull and superstructure offer strength and resilience as well as the lighter 

weight that facilitates smooth and efficient passages from berth to fishing grounds. 
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Sport fishing has attracted many new owners in recent decades, 

with larger boats growing to around 30m / 100ft in length and a 

handful exceeding 40m / 131ft. Against this backdrop, Project 406’s 

52m / 171ft is a serious step up, involving significant design and 

engineering challenges for her designers and builders at Vripack 

and Royal Huisman. It is, of course, a challenge that both are keen 

to take on. 

 

Royal Huisman CEO Jan Timmerman commented: “It is well known 

that the Royal Huisman team likes nothing better than the 

opportunity to solve fresh engineering challenges – especially if 

they some in the shape of a unique project concept. The world’s 

first true sportfish superyacht is a very exciting order and we are 

delighted to be unveiling it as we prepare to launch another highly 

distinctive motor yacht – the 58.5m / 192ft sub 500GT Phi. It is 

good to know that our reputation as the home of the world’s finest 

sailing yachts is now expanding to embrace the world’s most 

distinctive motor yachts.” 

 

Sportfishing success requires passion, experience, and know-how 

as well as sophisticated onboard facilities and equipment. It is a 

global pursuit, focused on the larger predatory fish of the open 

seas, such as swordfish and marlin, that can be found in tropical 

waters all around the world. Project 406 will be brilliantly equipped 

to explore this fascinating seascape more than any sportfish yacht 

before her. 

 

“This is an exceptional brief,” notes Vripack Co-Creative Director 

Bart M. Bouwhuis. “And the result is an exceptional boat. Project 

406 is a sportfisher on steroids. It has the true proportions and long 

flaring bow of a typical American sportfish boat paired with the 

harmonious feel of a luxurious superyacht. It’s a supersized model 

with super chic curves, realised on a grand scale.” 
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No further details of this exciting project are currently available, but the joint team is looking 

forward to providing you with updates as the project progresses. 

 

END OF PRESS RELEASE  

 
Editor’s notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM VIDEO BY VRIPACK OF ROYAL HUISMAN PROJECT 406: THE WORLD’S LARGEST TRUE SPORTFISH YACHT 

 

Video: 

https://vimeo.com/531172299/35b8e00a53 or via www.youtube.com/RoyalHuismanVideos 

 

Main specifications of Project 406 - The world’s largest true Sportfish Yacht: 

Type: Sport Fish Yacht  

Length overall: 52m / 171ft 

Exterior, interior design and naval architecture: Vripack Yacht Design  

Builder:  Royal Huisman   

Hull & superstructure:  Alustar® aluminium 

 

Technical information is currently restricted to the main specifications above. There will of 

course be further updates with more detailed information as the project progresses. 
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Editor’s notes about Sportfishing:  

 

THEATRE ONBOARD ROYAL HUISMAN’ TWIZZLE 

 

 

THE THEATRE OF THE OCEAN 
 

Most “yachties” will be familiar with the excitement of landing a large ocean-going fish when on 

passage. The ‘what have we got?’  moment when the rod tip bends and line is dragged off the reel, 

the intake of breath as the fish breaks the surface to reveal its type and size, the tense thrill as it is 

carefully manoeuvred aboard (or the anti-climax as it breaks away!) and, finally, the anticipation of 

the wonders the chef will create tonight with the sea’s finest fresh offering. 

 

For sportfishing enthusiasts, the emotions are similar – only much, much more passionate! 
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A little history 

Sportfishing first became possible in the late nineteenth century following the invention of the 

motorised boat. Prior to that, almost all fishing was for commercial catch or community sustenance. 

 

Sportfishing is said to have been pioneered by marine biologist Dr. Charles Frederick Holder in 

1898. He wrote many books and articles on the subject, describing his scientist’s wonder at the 

sea creatures he was able to discover, along with ‘ripping good yarns’ about the dramas and perils 

he encountered along the way. 

 
In the 20th century sportfishing really took off and no-one did more to popularise and romanticise it 

than Ernest Hemingway with his unsurpassable novella The Old Man and the Sea and his 

adventurous life among the bars and hang-outs of Bimini and the ‘Islands in the Stream’ (The Gulf 

Stream). 
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In that era, sport-fishing boats, although not large, were designed to travel long distances in search 

of their catch. Today’s advanced marine monitoring systems make fish-finding less of a lottery, but 

skill is still required. 
 

The colossal expansion of sport fishing 

and especially competitions towards the 

end of the 20th century led to new 

regulations requiring better equipment 

and training to conserve stock, 

encouraging ‘catch and release’ 

sportfishing practices wherever possible. 
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Popular locations 

Some of the world’s best 

opportunities can be found in the Gulf 

Stream as it flows between the Gulf 

of Mexico to the US states of the 

north-eastern seaboard. These 

nutrient-rich warm currents carry 

prime open water fish – especially the 

prized ‘bill-fish’ Marlin and Sailfish - in 

seemingly endless numbers 

throughout the year.  

 

There are also abundant stocks in the warm waters of South and Central America, the Indian 

Ocean and the Pacific rim, with the best locations easily identified by the numbers of yachts in the 

marinas featuring towers and outriggers. 
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STILL FROM VIDEO BY VRIPACK OF ROYAL HUISMAN PROJECT 406:  

THE WORLD’S LARGEST TRUE SPORTFISH YACHT  
Sportfish boat design 

The characteristic design of these specialised boats has evolved over time to a recognisable type 

profile that meets all the practical operational requirements from both a seakeeping and a fishing 

perspective. The distinctive, long and sweeping bow with high bulwarks is similar to that  of 

offshore commercial fishing vessels – and for the same reason: to displace approaching waves 

and maintain speed in lumpy conditions on the way to fishing grounds. 

 

The high tower and steering station offer the helmsman outstanding views with an angle down onto 

the water (rather than across it) to spot shoals of fish or indications such as diving seabirds. Once 

a fish is on the line, the spotter can provide the fisherman with important information on the bearing 

and distance of the fish and, most importantly, its direction of travel. The problems of the fish going 

beneath the hull are only too evident and so these boats are not 

only highly manoeuvrable but sometimes also have a ‘fast-aft 

‘capability to maximise all options to avoid that situation. 

 

The tower, especially in the case of larger sportfish yachts, also 

provides a superb viewing platform for guests to follow all the 

action as the spectacle unfolds below.  

 

The low, open, and uncluttered aft cockpit close to the water 

facilitates access to gear and clear sight of the catch as 

preparations are made to land it. 
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The ‘gear’ 

Most observers will be familiar with the ‘rods’ 

that project from either side of sport fishing 

boats but are less clear how they are used. In 

fact these are not rods, but outriggers. There is 

obviously a limit to how many lines can be 

trailed from the stern of the yacht and that 

clearly imposes a limit on how much sea area 

you can cover by trailing two or three lines 

astern.  
 

The answer is outriggers. These can be swung 

through a right angle from stern to beam. Lines 

from rods are passed through a snap-link on 

each outrigger before the outriggers are swung 

fully outboard on either side and secured with 

outhauls and stays. In this way, the boat 

captain can set up lines and bait in a total 

spread of 3 to 4 times the yacht’s beam. When a fish strikes, the line release is automatically 

triggered, control goes to the reel, and the real action begins! 
 

This is probably the single most important piece of equipment used to enhance the possibility of a 

catch but, this being a very technical sport, there is a good deal more to learn. Not least that 

experience is always the key factor in deploying the gear to maximum effect.  
 

Once the fish has struck the bait, rods can be slotted into a chair or a harness (often both) to 

manage the heavy shock loads of a large and powerful fish. The battle between the fisher and fish 

can be a long and hard one with no easy prediction of the outcome. It is this aspect that creates 

such great theatre for the onlookers as they enjoy their refreshments on the decks high above.  

  

CATCH OF THE DAY :  

YELLOWFIN TUNA ONBOARD  

ROYAL HUISMAN’S KAMAXITHA 
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High resolution illustrations 

The renderings of project 406 from this press release (and more) as well as a text only file can be 

available on request via Jurjen van ‘t Verlaat: jurjen@royalhuisman.com or +31 527 243131. 
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