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ROYAL HUISMAN’S PHI IS READY TO SHINE 
 
One of this year’s highlights is the launch of the 58.5m / 192ft motoryacht PHI at Royal 

Huisman’s newbuild facility in Vollenhove, The Netherlands. Developed and constructed 

below 500GT, PHI is by far the longest motoryacht in this category, based on current 

Classification rules.  

 

PHI is a magnificently sensuous motor yacht from the drawing board of Cor D. Rover, who has 

based the general concept, exterior design and interior layout on many in-depth conversations 

with the owner over a period of years. Relating inside and outside to the ”sectio divina” or the 

Golden Ratio, PHI is the formula that governs the continuation of dimensions and shapes in natural 

proportions throughout the design. The PHI philosophy and deck levels are subsequently focused 

on three themes: the galaxy, the ocean surface and the underwater world. 
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PHI’s (still mostly secret!) interior design and styling are defined by the London-based studio 

Lawson Robb. Her naval architecture is by Van Oossanen Naval Architects. Their specially 

developed Fast Displacement XL hull form allows this yacht to be long and sleek, yet still remain 

under the 500 GT mark.  

 

Owner’s Representative Guy Booth commented: “All of us involved in the creation of PHI feel a 

sense of privilege to have had the opportunity to contribute to this innovative project. The co-

operation between the owner’s team, the architects, the designers and everyone at Royal Huisman 

has been exceptional. We can be justifiably proud of what we have achieved.” 
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Within the superyacht sector PHI’s fine – and therefore very fuel-efficient – hull lines, together with 

her very low profile, are considered to be a great challenge to engineer and build. But with its 

immense experience and track record of innovation in delivering over thirty low-profile and award-

winning custom sailing superyachts, Royal Huisman and is not remotely intimidated by such 

projects.  

 

As Royal Huisman CEO Jan Timmerman explains: “Just take a look at our two current motoryacht 

projects: project 403, PHI, and project 406, a unique 52m / 171ft sportfish yacht that will become 

the largest of its kind in the world. The individual aspirations and challenges of each of these 

projects were seen to be well outside the comfort zone by some yards. With the benefit of expert 

advice, each of these owners brought their highly distinctive individual projects to Royal Huisman, 

where fresh opportunities for creative problem-solving and innovation were enthusiastically 

welcomed.  
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So what gives us so much confidence in Royal Huisman’s capability to build exceptional 

motoryachts? Here are two good examples of the ‘edge’ Royal Huisman has to offer. First, the 

expertise we have acquired from our unrivalled 55 years’ experience in aluminium construction. 

This enables us to maximise performance and efficiency  through compact, lightweight and high 

strength engineering. Second, our ability to design and install complex operational systems in 

restricted volume hull areas provides the owner with more net space for amenities and further 

increases efficiency.  

 

Add to that a can-do mentality, seeking to optimize and enhance the ideas of the owner, their 

architects and designers, rather than trying to persuade them to scale back their ambitions to what 

the shipyard is accustomed to delivering. We think that’s a pretty good combination!” 

 

PHI is scheduled for delivery later this year and will be supported by a matching 36m / 118ft 

shadow vessel (also designed by the same designers and constructed at Alia Yachts). Without 

doubt, both PHI and her fleet will leave a lasting impression… 

 

END OF PRESS RELEASE 
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Editor’s notes 
 

 

PHI: the longest motoryacht below 500GT (based on today’s classification rules) 

Shipyard project number: Royal Huisman project 403 

Type:  “Fast Displacement XL ® by Van Oossanen“ motoryacht 

General concept, exterior design & interior layout: Cor D. Rover  

Interior design: Lawson Robb 

Naval architecture: Van Oossanen Naval Architects 

Project management / owner’s representative:  Guy Booth  

Builder: Royal Huisman (2021)  

Length overall: 58.5m / 192ft 

Accommodation:  2 owners, 10 guests and 11 crew 

Speed: Approximately 22 knots  

Construction:  Aluminium  

Classification:  American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) - MCA  

Gross tonnage: Below 500 GT 

  

At this time no further details are available for publication. A full photoshoot with lots of photos 

and background information about PHI (and her fleet) can be expected in the near future.  
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PHI’s design philosophy and the golden ratio  

Cor D. Rover, responsible for PHI’s general concept, exterior design & interior layout, explains: 

“Rather than just building a large yacht on a so-called shipyard ‘platform’ to enjoy the pleasures of 

being at sea, the owner of PHI wanted to build a yacht with a profound underlying story, a deep-

rooted knowledge that runs through all aspects of the yacht, from her exterior appearance all the 

way to internal experience.” Read much more about PHI’s design philosophy and the golden ratio 

at the Royal Huisman website: 

 

Curious to read more about PHI’s design philosophy? Please visit the Royal Huisman website and 

follow News > Inhuis stories & updates [or click here for a link to www.royalhuisman.com/phi-the-

worlds-longest-motoryacht-below-500gt  

 

 

Unique Motoryachts by Royal Huisman 

Royal Huisman’s reputation has been largely built on a superlative portfolio of thirty-plus low-

profile sailing superyachts. From classic to contemporary, from 30m to 90m+ / 100ft to 300ft+, 

every one is unique, tailor-made. Yet the legendary passion for perfection, expertise, quality, 

experience, flexibility and continuous innovation behind these projects is not limited to sailing 

yachts. 

 

Just take a look at our two current motoryacht projects: project 403, PHI (as presented in the main 

article), and project 406, a unique 52m / 171ft sportfish yacht that will become the largest of its 

kind in the world. The individual aspirations and challenges of each of these projects were seen to 

be well outside the comfort zone by some yards. With the benefit of expert advice, each of these 

owners brought their highly distinctive individual projects to Royal Huisman, where fresh 

opportunities for creative problem-solving and innovation were enthusiastically welcomed. Here 

are two… 

 

Curious? Read more at the Royal Huisman website > News > Inhuis stories & updates  

[or click here for a link to https://www.royalhuisman.com/unique-motoryachts-by-royal-huisman/#]  
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Monaco Yacht Show 2021 

The team of Royal Huisman and Huisfit is looking forward to seeing you again live. Please visit our 

stand for a good catch-up on what’s been happening, and to discuss your own future yachting and 

refit plans. Save the dates: 22 - 25 September 2021 and please don't hesitate to contact us via +31 

527 243131 or yachts@royalhuisman.com.  

 

 

Current orderbook  

A selection of seven projects of Royal Huisman and Huisfit, the shipyard’s dedicated refit division: 

• Newbuild project 403:  58.5m / 192ft motoryacht PHI (as described in this press release) 

• Newbuild project 404:  59.7m / 196ft high-performance sloop with retractable propulsion  

• Newbuild project 405:  46m / 151ft high-performance cruiser sloop 

• Newbuild project 406:  52m / 171ft sportfish motoryacht 

• Huisfit project:  Rebuild of 37m / 122ft motorsailer Atlantide (1930) 

• Huisfit project:  Hybrid conversion of 44m / 143ft sailing yacht Juliet  

• Upcoming Huisfit project:  Refit of 55m / 180ft sailing yacht Adèle (2021 - 2022) 
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Jeroen Sirag takes up senior marketing role at Royal Huisman 

Royal Huisman’s drive to fully develop the potential of the group’s brands has taken a major step 

forward with the appointment of Jeroen Sirag. Jeroen has been appointed Marketing Director 

from 1st July 2021 with overall responsibility for global marketing strategy and operations at Royal 

Huisman, Rondal and Huisfit. 

 

Jeroen joins a new strategic leadership team headed 

by CEO Jan Timmerman, reflecting Royal Huisman’s 

strong commitment to investment in the shipyard’s 

future. The aim is to take fullest advantage of 

existing- and emerging market opportunities while – 

of equal importance – securing the business against 

new challenges. 

 

Jan Timmerman, CEO Royal Huisman comments: 

“There is no question that the addition of someone 

of Jeroen’s calibre to our team will accelerate 

progress towards key objectives. Jeroen brings a 

wealth of knowledge and innovative thinking to the role, together with widely recognised 

excellence in team management. I am looking forward to a productive relationship.” 

 

Curious about Jeroen’s assignment? Read more at the Royal Huisman website > News > 

Announcements [or click here for a link to https://www.royalhuisman.com/jeroen-sirag-takes-up-

senior-marketing-role-at-royal-huisman/#]  

 
 
PHI - high resolution illustrations 

The images from this press release as well as a text only file can be available on request via 

Jurjen van ’t Verlaat: jurjen@royalhuisman.com or +31 527 243131. 
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